
Laying the Foundation:  Narrative, Opinion, and Informative  

Writing in the Primary Grades  

(Grades K - 3) 
 

                                         November 28, 2018 
 

Presenter:  Kristine Gibson 
 

Location:  Monmouth Mall, Lower Level 

   180 Route 35 (Routes 35 & 36) 

   Eatontown, NJ 07724   
 

For directions to the Mall, go to the back of the brochure or our  

website at:  www.lehsd.org/rpda  (or search RPDA workshops) 
 

Time:  8:30 am   Registration and Coffee 

  9:00 am - 1:00 pm Seminar presentation 

(Lunch will not be provided) 
 

Fee:  No charge for Collaborative Members 

  $100 per person for Non-Collaborative Districts (non-refundable) 
 

Overview: In this fun, activity-filled session, participants will learn how to plan, teach, and assess the  

three major genres of writing with the youngest learners in mind.  Topics include using 

graphic organizers to organize and stretch thinking, selecting clear focus areas in all types 

of writing and explicitly conveying these to students, providing effective, student-friendly 

feedback, and exposing students to self-editing strategies and practices to encourage 

independence and accountability in the writing process. This workshop provides 

participants with practical strategies and techniques to help their students gain writing 

fluency, become comfortable thinking on paper, and develop the essential writing skills 

they need for future academic success, starting as early as kindergarten.  Strategies 

addressed align perfectly with the NJ Student Learning Standards and are easily modified 

to pair with any existing ELA program. 
 

Outcome 

Objectives: Participants will gain knowledge and skills in: 
 

 Teaching three assignments critical to long-term writing success: narrative, opinion, 

and informative compositions. 

 Selecting and teaching clear and explicit focus areas for student writing, which raises 

student accountability, improves the quality of compositions, and eases the burden of 

the grading process. 

 Using graphic organizers and templates to help students produce organized and 

content rich compositions. 

 Introducing primary students to self- and peer-editing skills that build life-long writing 

habits and encourage student reflection during the writing process. 
 

P.D.U.:  4. 0 hours 
 

NOTE:  Handouts will be available on our website approximately 1 week prior to the 

workshop.  Please go to our website:  www.lehsd.org/rpda  (or search RPDA workshops), click on 

the “REGIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY” button and click on 

“HANDOUTS” on the menu to download. Handouts will be listed by date & workshop title.  You 

can save them to your laptop or mobile device so they may be viewed at the workshop.  (You can 

print them if you like.)  Copies will not be available the day of the workshop. 
 

http://www.lehsd.org/rpda
http://www.lehsd.org/rpda

